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SPRING 2025 NEWSLETTER

2025 Public Meeti
Monday, April 28, 6:30 p.m.

“Birds at Famosa Slough”
and Updates on Famosa Slough Projects

Point Loma Hervey Library

The public is invited to a presentation by Lesley Handa and Ian Swirka
about the numerous rare bird sightings and the seasonal common birds
expected this spring.

We will also provide updates on the recently completed renovation of
Treatment Pond 1 and a City project to redirect runoff from an adjacent
alley to improve water quality in the Slough.

Famosa Slough Treatment Pond Maintenance

is Complete!
by Tim Fleming

The Famosa Slough Treatment Ponds at Valeta Street
capture stormwater runoff from over 100 acres in the Point
Loma community and greatly benefit the health of the
Slough. Every decade or so, they require maintenance.

On about the 25th anniversary of the construction of the
Famosa Slough Treatment Ponds (in 2000), the Friends are
glad to announce the completion of our second maintenance
project of the Ponds. The Friends Board initiated the grant
request through San Diego Association of Governments
(SANDAG), who approved the grant amount of $53,000 for
the environmental restoration project. We contracted with
the marine restoration firm Merkel & Associates, Inc., who
prepared the maintenance plan, processed agency approvals,
and provided the initial machine work and hand work in the
ponds. We are thankful for our relationship with the City of
San Diego Parks and Recreation Department. They
provided a Right of Entry permit and coordinated with the
San Diego Environmental Services Department to
transport and dispose of the soil, trash, and vegetation.

Dry weather runoff and especially storm runoff carry
sediments, trash, and other pollutants to the Slough. The
ponds slow down and capture this stormwater, allowing
sediments to settle into the basin. Much of the water
evaporates or is used by the vegetation in the ponds.
Periodically, a lot of what remains must be removed to
allow the ponds to continue to improve water quality. We
removed 130 cubic yards of soil and trash and over 120
cubic yards of vegetation (almost 8 school buses full of
muck and weeds!) that were obstructing the water flow and
water retention. Two storm pipes that had been plugged by
soil are now free to flow. The ponds were restored to
acceptable elevations and have been replanted with
salvaged bulrush.

California Bulrush is a wonderful biological filter and
the true hero of the pond system. Growing in this urban
runoff, it slows and passively filters the stormwater. Excess
nutrients are taken up by the plants. Pollutants and heavy
metals become inert as they are bound to the roots. Much of
the trash gets stuck to be removed. (continued on Page 2)

Pond Maintenance Progress, from February through April
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The Next Improvement Project at Famosa
Slough, We Hope
by Leon Scales

Everyone who has walked on the southwest side of the
Slough is familiar with that steep bank below the East end
of the alley between Mentone and Montalvo Streets. That
slope is covered with black “Visqueen” (plastic sheeting)
held down with sandbags, with a sewer access pipe sticking
up through the plastic.

In many places where street runoff enters Famosa
Slough, it flows through basins that help to capture the
trash, sediment, oil, and other contaminants that the runoff
carries with it. These basins help improve the quality of the
water in the Slough itself. The runoff and trash from that
alley had previously just poured off the end, eroded the
bluff, and carried that stuff into the Slough directly.

In the past, the alley had been undermined by the flow
and had required significant repair by the City. The
Stormwater Department addressed the slope erosion
problem by covering the slope with the sheeting.
Unfortunately, the sheeting failed occasionally during
storms, sometimes due to it being cut. The Friends
suggested capturing the water flows from that alley end and
piping them into the top of the treatment pond instead. That
would take the flows away from the bank and improve the
water quality in the Slough. We were advised by an
engineering firm that that was a reasonable solution and that
there was adequate elevation difference to make the water
flow adequately.

In 2023, the Stormwater Department agreed and
established a team to work on it. The current plan is that a
deep catchment basin at the north corner of the alley would
collect all the runoff from the end of that alley. It would
flow through a pipe that would cross the slope to the south,
under the sidewalk and under Montalvo Street. There, the
pipe would turn under the street, down the hill, to the end of
the street and into the top of Treatment Pond 1, the one that
was recently renovated.

When the Stormwater Department presented the
preliminary plan to the Peninsula Planning Board a year
ago, the plan was 65% done. Their January update shows
that the design will be completed in early 2026. Funding for
construction hasn't been fully identified but might be
suitable for grants.

Some of the native vegetation on the slope will have to
be removed and replanted for construction and for
maintenance access, perhaps including a Torrey Pine. We
hope that impact can be minimized. If anyone wants to see
more details, the City's Project Description can be found on
the City’s website as “Famosa Slough Alley Slope
Restoration, B22130”
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Famosa Slough Treatment Pond Maintenance
is Complete! (continued from Page 1)

Many people helped make this project possible—over
60 people were involved. Volunteers from the Friends of
Famosa Slough, the San Diego Bird Alliance, Hands On
San Diego, and the San Diego Surfrider Foundation
participated in a few work events as needed. Over 200
volunteer hours were documented.

Thank you to all of the caring and dedicated individuals
that worked so hard to renew the function of the ponds. The
ponds will probably need it again in around ten years or so.

Our hard-working volunteers on February 8, 2025
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An interesting side benefit: At one point, a lot of
vegetation had to be removed to allow the equipment to
remove the accumulated soil. Volunteers from San Diego
Bird Alliance, Kumeyaay tribes, and the Friends of Famosa
Slough selectively harvested usable bulrush and willow
material for Kumeyaay use, before that removal. Later, that
material was used at a Bird Alliance education event to
construct traditional Tule canoes, which visitors were then
able to paddle in the Northeast Corner of Mission Bay.

The Friends of Famosa Slough (FFS) is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization established to protect and restore
Famosa Slough as a natural wetland preserve and to
promote public awareness of the importance of
wetlands. The City of San Diego purchased the Slough
in September 1990. The City's Parks and Recreation
Department manages it.

The City's contact is the Mission Bay Park Rangers,
phone 858/581-7602

FFS Contact Information: Phone 619/224-4591 or
Email info@famosaslough.org.

For more information about the Friends, see the FFS
website: https:/www.FamosaSlough.org and FFS
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/FamosaSlough.
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Highlights from December’s Bird Walk
by Ian Swirka

The December 21, 2024, Friends of Famosa Slough bird
walk had 28 people in attendance with the birds coming out
in numbers as well. Heron-Palooza didn't disappoint with
seven (7) species - Black-crowned Night Heron, Little Blue
Heron, Tricolored Heron, Reddish Egret, Snowy Egret,
Great Egret and Great Blue Heron.

The Tricolored Herons were a special treat. This was a
repeat for those on November's outing when we were also
graced with two, but San Diego was experiencing a bit of a
Tricolored Heron moment. There were at least five
individuals between the FS/Robb Field and North County
lagoons in the previous few months. Per the San Diego
Natural History Museum’s Bird Atlas, the last time there
were as many as three was winter '84-85. (Side note - Bird
Atlas link is a fantastic resource for bird info especially as it
pertains to their intersection with our county)

It was also great to see the juvenile Little Blue Heron. It
will be fun to keep an eye on it in the spring as some of that
slaty blue that we saw in the two adults begins to replace the
white slowly but surely as they go into their ‘calico’ phase.

A rare bird we’ve been seeing is a Neotropic Cormorant.
Since it wasn't very cooperative and kept its head tucked,
I'm including a great illustration by Cin-Ty Lee below that I
think does a great job of outlining some of those field
markings we were discussing.

Neotropic Cormorant

We encourage you to check eBird to see the checklist
from the walk to see the great photos uploaded. Thanks for
a great year of Famosa Slough Monthly Bird Outings! We
have observed over 2400 individual birds of over 100
species and hosted almost as many folks hoping to see
them. It's truly been one of my favorite parts of this year,
and I'm looking forward to keeping it going in the new year!

Join us for our monthly FFS bird walks on the 3rd
Saturday of each month from 9:00-11:00 AM, meeting at
4285 W. Point Loma Blvd. We hope to see you there!
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California Bluebird Recovery Program comes
to Famosa Slough!
by Lesley Handa

In California, since the inception of the
program in 1994, California Bluebird
Recovery Program (CBRP) has fledged more

g than 400,000 birds. Second-cavity nesting

birds that rely upon existing tree cavities for
nesting habitat face many threats including loss of habitat
from development, a declining insect population resulting
from excessive pesticide use, and concerns with Climate
Change.

California Blucbird

In efforts to locally assist cavity-nesting birds, in 2025,
the Friends of Famosa Slough will take part in participating
in CBRP which is a nestbox monitoring program to
supplement habitat for second-cavity nesting birds. Several
nestboxes have been installed around the slough and will be
monitored weekly during March through August. If you are
interested in helping us to monitor, please let us know at
info@famosaslough.org!

A California Bluebird Recovery Program Nestbox
by Mike Nies

The Return of the Famosa Slough Bird Display
at Point Loma Hervey Library in Spring 2025!

For three months in 2024, the Friends of Famosa
Slough provided a bi-monthly rotating display of bird
specimens of species seen at the slough provided by the
Lending Library at the San Diego Natural History
Museum. Back due to popular demand, we are also happy
to announce the return of this display in the rotunda at the
Point Loma Hervey Library for March and April in 2025!

The display of bird specimens will showcase birds you
may see at Famosa Slough; and our discussion of birds at
the Public Meeting on April 28th, 2025, will highlight the
birds on display
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MEMBERSHIP IN FRIENDS OF FAMOSA SLOUGH

NAME(S) PHONE

ADDRESS E-MAIL*

CITY STATE ZIP

_ *Please send future newsletters and notices via email.

~ FULL MEMBERSHIP. Yes! I/We support the goals of FFS and submit $10.00 annual dues. $

__ ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP. Yes! 1/We support the goals of FFS and wish to be counted.
ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION: $
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $

Donations accepted online at Paypal.me/FamosaSlough
I/We volunteer to: assist with administrative tasks,  clean up around Slough, help with educational activities,

_ distribute flyers, assist in park planning,  collect environmental data/do research,  assist in special events,
~_anything. Other pertinent skills:

N

Friends
Famosa Sloug

PO Box 87280, San Diego, CA 92138-7280

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

UPCOMING EVENTS
PUBLIC MEETING

MONDAY, APRIL 28, 6:30 PM
Point Loma Hervey Library
3701 Voltaire St, San Diego, CA 92107

WORK PARTIES

9:00 AM-12:00 PM, MAY 10, JULY 12, etc.
(2nd Saturday of odd-numbered months)
Email: info@FamosaSlough.org

NATURE WALKS,

9:00 AM - MAY 17, JUNE 21, JULY 19, etc.
(3rd Saturday of every month)

Neotropic Cormorant, by lan Swirka

Map Location: 4285 W. Pt. Loma Blvd., San Diego 92107



