
Famosa Slough Bird Checklist 
 

Famosa Slough is a 37-acre remnant of an extensive 
wetland area.  The vast historic wetland area included 
areas that has since been developed into Mission Bay Park 
and urban residences. 
 
Recent biological studies show that Famosa Slough still 
serves as a viable wetland refuge for aquatic animals and 
migrating and resident birds.   
 
According to ebird, as of July 2021, over 243 bird species 
have been observed at Famosa Slough with several known 
to use the Slough for nesting. The 8th Edition of the 
Famosa Slough Bird List includes the commonly seen 
species at the Slough.  

 

 

Notes: (B) ― Species nests at the Slough 
  * ― Considered rare or unusual 

  Gadwall 
  Eurasian Wigeon * 
  American Wigeon  
  Mallard (B)  
  Blue-winged Teal 
  Cinnamon Teal 
  Northern Shoveler 
  Northern Pintail  
  Green-winged Teal * 
  Redhead * 
  Ring-necked Duck * 
  Lesser Scaup  
  Bufflehead 
  Common Goldeneye * 
  Hooded Merganser  
  Red-breasted Merganser 
  Ruddy Duck  
 
  Pied-billed Grebe  
  Horned Grebe 
  Eared Grebe 
  Western Grebe 
  Clark’s Grebe 
 
  Rock Pigeon (B)  
  Eurasian Collared-Dove 
  Mourning Dove (B)  
 
  Vaux’s Swift * 
  White-throated Swift  
 
  Black-chinned Hummingbird 
  Anna’s Hummingbird (B)  
  Costa’s Hummingbird  
  Rufous Hummingbird  
  Allen’s Hummingbird  
 
  Ridgway’s Rail 
  Virginia Rail  
  Sora  
  American Coot  
 
  Black-necked Stilt (B)  
  American Avocet (B)  
  Black-bellied Plover 
  Semipalmated Plover 
  Killdeer (B)  
  Whimbrel 
  Long-billed Curlew 
  Marbled Godwit  
  Ruddy Turnstone * 

  Sanderling 
  Dunlin  
  Least Sandpiper  
  Western Sandpiper 
  Short-billed Dowitcher  
  Long-billed Dowitcher 
  Wilson’s Snipe  
  Wilson’s Phalarope 
  Red-necked Phalarope 
  Spotted Sandpiper 
  Willet (R) 
  Greater Yellowlegs  
  Lesser Yellowlegs * 
 
  Bonaparte’s Gull  
  Heermann’s Gull 
  Mew Gull * 
  Ring-billed Gull  
  Western Gull  
  California Gull  
  Herring Gull * 
  Least Tern  
  Caspian Tern 
  Common Tern * 
  Forster’s Tern (B)  
  Royal Tern 
  Elegant Tern 
  Black Skimmer 
 
  Common Loon * 
  Brandt’s Cormorant * 
  Double-crested Cormorant  
  American White Pelican  
  Brown Pelican  
  Great Blue Heron  
  Great Egret  
  Snowy Egret  
  Little Blue Heron  
  Tricolored Heron * 
  Reddish Egret * 
  Cattle Egret * 
  Green Heron 
  Black-crowned Night-Heron  
  Yellow-crowned Night-Heron  
  White-faced Ibis * 
 
  Turkey Vulture 
  Osprey 
  White-tailed Kite 
  Northern Harrier 
  Cooper’s Hawk 
  Red-shouldered Hawk 
  Red-tailed Hawk  
 

Visit our website at 
www.FamosaSlough.org 
for bird photos and 
additional information.   
There are pages that list 
the common birds and 
other animals found at  
the Slough as well as 
providing a link to a 
printable list of all the 
birds seen here. By 
clicking on their names, 
you can see photos of 
many of the plants and 
animals. You can also 
find more information 
by clicking on links to 
other websites. 
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  Belted Kingfisher  
 
  Nuttall’s Woodpecker 
  Downy Woodpecker 
  Northern Flicker 
 
  American Kestrel  
  Merlin  
  Peregrine Falcon  
 
  Red-crowned Amazon 
  Lilac-crowned Amazon 
  Red-masked Parakeet 
  Mitred Parakeet 
 
  Olive-sided Flycatcher * 
  Western Wood-Pewee 
  Willow Flycatcher * 
  Pacific-slope Flycatcher 
  Black Phoebe (B)  
  Say’s Phoebe 
  Ash-throated Flycatcher 
  Tropical Kingbird  
  Cassin’s Kingbird 
  Western Kingbird 
 
  Bell’s Vireo * 
  Hutton’s Vireo  
  Cassin’s Vireo 
  Plumbeous Vireo  
  Warbling Vireo 
 
  Western Scrub-Jay  
  American Crow  
  Common Raven  
 
  Horned Lark 
 
  No. Rough-winged Swallow  
  Tree Swallow 
  Barn Swallow 
  Cliff Swallow (B) 
 
  Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
  Bushtit (B)   
  Blue-gray Gnatcatcher * 
  Rock Wren * 
  House Wren 
  Marsh Wren  
  Bewick’s Wren 
  European Starling (B)  
  California Thrasher * 
  Northern Mockingbird (B) 

  Western Bluebird 
  Hermit Thrush * 
  Swainson’s Thrush * 
  American Robin * 
  Northern Red Bishop * 
  Nutmeg Manikin * 
  House Sparrow (B) 
  House Finch (B) 
  Pine Siskin * 
  Lesser Goldfinch 
  Lawrence’s Goldfinch * 
  American Goldfinch  
 
  Chipping Sparrow  
  Fox Sparrow 
  Dark-eyed Junco  
  White-crowned Sparrow (R) 
  Golden-crowned Sparrow  
  Savannah Sparrow 
  Song Sparrow (B) 
  Lincoln’s Sparrow  
  Swamp Sparrow 
  California Towhee  
  Spotted Towhee 
  Yellow-breasted Chat * 
  Western Meadowlark 
  Hooded Oriole (B) 
  Bullock’s Oriole  
  Red-winged Blackbird  
  Brown-headed Cowbird (B) 
  Brewer’s Blackbird  
  Great-tailed Grackle * 
  American Pipit * 
  Cedar Waxwing 
  Black-and-white Warbler 
  Orange-crowned Warbler 
  Nashville Warbler * 
  Common Yellowthroat (B)  
  Yellow Warbler 
  Yellow-rumped Warbler (R) 
  Black-throated Gray Warbler 
  Townsend’s Warbler 
  Hermit Warbler * 
  Wilson’s Warbler 
  Summer Tanager 
  Western Tanager 
  Rose-breasted Grosbeak * 
  Black-headed Grosbeak 
  Lazuli Bunting 
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