CITY OF SAN DIEGO
PARK AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT
SUNSET CLIFFS NATURAL PARK COUNCIL
June 6, 2016
Meeting held at:

Mailing address is:

Cabrillo Recreation Center
3051 Cañon St.
San Diego, CA 92106

Park and Recreation/DRP Div.
Attn: Vincent Paniagua, SCNPC Staff Rep.
2125 Park Boulevard
San Diego, CA 92101

CALL TO ORDER
By Ann Swanson, Chair, at 6:45 p.m.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Pat Gallagher moved to approve the 05/02/16 Minutes/seconded by Gene Berger
Passed Unanimously
REQUESTS FOR CONTINUANCES - None
COMMUNICATION
Craig Barilotti reported on a Sunset Cliffs Association SCNP comprehensive drainage plan
(executive summary) of the SCNP hillside section. He circulated material containing an inventory of locations
generating erosion and sediments that enter the sea off the hillside section, and various photos showing affected
areas such as the gully above the SCNP lower parking lot, the runoff flowing over parkland slope, corrugated
plastic pipe that drains a PLNU retention basin that failed, sediments in SCNP upper parking lot from Lomaland
rental properties, and a gully formed by runoff coming from south Lomaland flowing through the PLNU Young
Hall parking lot..
POLICE REPORT - Officer Surwilo
Officer Surwilo introduced his new police partner, Officer Ricardo Pinon. The summer Police Beach
Team will be on duty shortly; these are extra patrols, working with lifeguards, so the SCNP area will have more
enforcement including citations given. He will ask the Beach team to provide statistics on the number of
citations being written. He stated that police are actively addressing the “No Surf Beach” issues raised in an
anonymous letter to SCNPC from “The Concerned and Unwavering Citizens of the Point Loma and Ocean
Beach Community.” He encouraged everyone to call the non-emergency police number, 619-531-2000, to
report park/street/property/fire violations and request police help. Police, firemen, and lifeguards are now
working together for better service in the SCNP area.
CORRESPONDENCE
Larry McCleary circulated the following correspondence:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Thank you to Rock Church for volunteer work at SCNP
Sunset Cliffs Natural Park Council Request Regarding Dangerous Trail in SCNP
Sunset Cliffs Natural Park Council Request Regarding Biodegradable Sandbags in SCNP
Sunset Cliffs Natural Park Council Request to Mayor Faulconer Regarding the Linear Section

Also circulated was the following:
5. Anonymous Letter from “The Concerned and Unwavering Citizens of the Point Loma and Ocean
Beach Community” (dated 6/4/16)
TREASURER’S REPORT
Gene Berger reported $2,958.95 in regular account and $771.19 in savings.
MEMBERSHIP REPORT
Faith Hussey - requests an email for excused absences. Send to Faithnhome@att.net or call Faith at
228-1854. She announced a new SCNPC member, Stephen Scatolini.
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
SCNPC Chair's Report – 6/6/16
On Saturday June 4, 2016, an 8-page letter (dated 6/1/16) from “The Concerned and Unwavering Citizens of the
Point Loma and Ocean Beach Community” was delivered to me by certified mail. The letter included no
signature or contact information.
The letter was a request for immediate action to address problems at “No Surf Beach”. Three areas of concern
were listed, as follows: “1) Excessive and Habitual Underage Drinking and Public 'In Your Face' Illegal Drug
Abuse. 2) A Multitude of Illegal Dangerous Fire Pits and Hot Coals on the Beach. 3) Great Numbers of Dogs
Running Rampant On The Beach.” The letter indicated that, although the group previously contacted the police
and others, satisfactory solutions did not happen. It should be noted that the SCNPC was not included in the
previous notifications.
The group makes the following requests:
“1. We request that you post the same 'Beach Regulations' signs at the top of the trail at No Surf that you have
posted in other parts of Sunset Cliffs.
2. During the summer months and particularly on the weekends; we request you send someone (a life guard or
policeman) down to No Surf at least once a week, between the hours of 1:00PM and 3:30PM., until the word
gets out that this kind of public and blatant neglect of the law, and destruction of the beach, is no longer being
tolerated.
3. During the summer months: we request that at least twice a month during the evening, the fire department or
someone start citing people lighting illegal bon fires on the beach, again until the message gets across that the
law will be enforced at 'No Surf Beach'.”
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Upon receipt of the letter, I sent emails to: Conrad Wear, Michael Ruiz, Vince Paniagua, and Officer Surwilo
for information as to whether or not they also received the communication and what actions could be proposed
to meet the needs at “No Surf”.
Thanks to Dedi Ridenour for attending a US Department of Fish & Wildlife course on climate change adaption.
And thanks to Larry McCleary for sorting through boxes of SCNP materials which were donated by Debbie
Blum. We discovered lots of press articles which were nicely preserved in a notebook and other articles which
need to be preserved. Please let us know after the meeting if you would be interested in helping sort and
preserve historical materials.
STAFF REPORT
Michael Ruiz reported the hillside parking lot entry sign and gate were destroyed. Parks and Recreation
Dept. will put up a new gate and sign on the left as you enter the parking lot. The issue of responsibility for
closing the gate each night and opening it each morning is being discussed. La Jolla is also interested in park
gate closure nightly; Mike asks us to work with the City Council for providing the funding for both parks to be
closed nightly. Parks & Rec would support this but have no budget for it. This will be put on the agenda for a
future SCNPC meeting
Mike met with lifeguards and police concerning their Beach Team (4 seasonal and 1 permanent, mid
June to at least Labor Day. They are very aware of all the problems and evening hour issues, and will be
working with the Parks/Ranger. This includes monitoring the Arch—the Police Dept. will issue citations.
Gravel was cleared out where surfers walk over it. The gravel had been placed there to keep the ground
from becoming muddy.
COUNCIL DISTRICT 2 – REPORT
Conrad Wear was unable to attend this meeting. but sent answers to SCNPC questions sent him. Ann
Swanson (SCNPC Chair) read the SCNPC questions sent him and his responses (in italics) as follows:
“Our records show that at the May meeting of the Sunset Cliffs Natural Park Council you volunteered to:
1)

See if firemen could report to lifeguards regarding issues they see on Sunset Cliffs Blvd, such as
jumping at the Arch and area traffic jams. Still looking into this but giving our new lifeguard patrols
at the cliffs, I believe that communication would be unnecessary as in the past, Police and Lifeguards
have worked together and effectively to address this issue.

2)

Look into a Community Beach Court to handle infractions like cliff jumping. Yes Ann, this is
possible. I recommend speaking with Ranger Paczona on this further as he has already had
conversations with the City Attorney Office.
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3)

Talk with the Special Events Dept. concerning Linear Park running events and the immediate need for
proper barricades for dangerous areas. I have emailed them and I am waiting for them to get back to
me.

4)

Check into which City department should be called when dangerous cracks, etc. are discovered along
Sunset Cliffs Blvd. which need immediate attention for public safety. Primarily, the Park and
Recreation Department but I should be copied on those correspondence simply to ensure the correct
department is being contacted.

5)

You also mentioned that we could apply for a grant to cover costs for educational signage along the
Linear Section (estimated cost = $6,500). Please send the appropriate application. Yes, here is the
link to the application form! Please return this to me.
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/citycouncil/pdf/2012/cppscca1.pdf
[Follow up with Conrad on Traffic Engineering’s signs to be put up along the lineal section to alert
pedestrians of cliff danger. Could this grant include the costs of the hillside gate and sign
replacement—let Mike, Ann Swanson, and P&R know.]

PENINSULA COMMUNITY PLANNING BOARD - LIAISON _
Don Sevrens - No report.
ACTION ITEMS
201. Authorization for funds – Gene Berger: None

202. Motion regarding Thank You Letter to City Staff – Dedi Ridenour
MOTION: The Executive Committee recommends and I move that SCNPC write a thank you letter to
city staff regarding relocation of safety fencing on parking lot #1 to restore full parking and coastal
access.
MOTION

MOVED by Dedi Ridenour

MOTION

Passed unanimously

COMMITTEE REPORTS
301. Trails/Coastal Conservancy Grant Project – Ellen Quick
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Elizabeth Schroth‐Nichols reports the good news that in May, City Council accepted the Coastal Conservancy
grant for Phase 2!
City staff continue to move forward on the design end. She wrote, “At this time we are taking the opportunity
to apply any lessons learned we have from the current phase of the project. I think we are fortunate to have
had a 'pilot project' of sorts to be able to learn from. As a team we are gathering information on all lessons
learned and applying it to the plans for the upcoming phase of the project to help it be as successful as
possible.”
Regarding Phase 1, Samuel Portillo reported, “We do have an invasive weed species (Kochia scoparia) that has
crept into the project. All the weed has been removed and the contractor will make more frequent visits to
address any weeds from spreading. The 120‐day Plant Establishment Period, also known as the 120 Day
Maintenance Period, began on January 11th and was proposed to end on May 12th; this has been extended
because the potted plants have not fully established. We will be placing additional plants of the ones that are
establishing and extend the maintenance period.”
Biologist Kyle Ince visited the site 5/26, and his report was circulated. The report noted that weeding had been
done but that plant heads had been left on site; Contractor is to remove these during future weeding. It also
noted that container plants that will be added where hydroseed did not grow. The plant establishment period
is extended until all new container plants survive onsite for one month following planting.
[Mike will see who is responsible for the flowers and irrigation after the Plant Establishment period limit. Ellen
spoke to planting lessons learned—better to have underground drip irrigation, don’t seal off too much of a trail,
and have better communication with the lifeguards right at first (which will be discussed at the next meeting).]

302. Drainage Project Committee – Lyle Beller:
There will be a meeting of the SCNPC Drainage Improvements Project (DIP) Committee
on Monday June 13 at 6:30 pm here to discuss and possibly develop a SCNPC position and motion regarding
provision of a walking trail in the northeast and northwest areas where the rental houses will be demolished.
Respectfully,
Lyle Beller, DIP committee chair.

303. Water Management and Erosion Committee (WMEC) – Dedi Ridenour
Dedi Ridenour – see Motion 202.
304. Revegetation – David Kimball
No report.
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305. Education – Barbara Keiller
Barbara Keiller reported working on interpretive signage brainstorming to apply for the signage grant.
306. Publicity – Faith Hussey
Faith Hussey asked for help at our SCNPC booth at the June 25th OB Street Fair, particularly from 11
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.. The event is from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.. We will also have a Park Ranger at the booth.
This year Cabrillo National Monument will not be participating; Dedi will check this.
307. Safety Committee – Jean Nathan/Marty Kolb
No report.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:15 P.M. as moved by Barbara Keiller and seconded Judy McEntyre.
Next Regular Scheduled Meeting – July 11, 2016 at 6:45 P.M.
Cabrillo Recreation Center
3051 Cañon St.
San Diego, CA 92106
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